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I believe everyone knows by now 
that we are in a transition time here 

at Olivet. This  is  a transition from 
the ministry of Pastor Gary to what 
it will be with a new senior pastor. A 
transition means  that evaluations 
will occur, there will be decisions 
made, and changes will take place. 
Transitions  are not easy and ours 
has  been made even more difÞcult 
with the decision to ask for Pastor 
Steve's resignation and his  leaving 
Olivet. But as  we experience the 
pain and grief, not only of Pastor 
Gary's leaving, but also that of 
Pastor Steve's, we must not lose sight 
of the positives that will be the 
outcome of  this process of  change.

When we are at the point of 
welcoming a new senior pastor to 
Olivet, we will have become a 
uniÞed and focused church with a 
strong sense of purpose and vision 
for the future. We will be in a 
stronger Þnancial position and we 
will be moving forward. Sometimes 
in the midst of struggle we can lose 
sight of what the struggle is for; We 
can not afford to do that now!

Now is  the time for us to pull 
together, to support one another, to 
tighten our belts, and (to use a KJV 
Biblical expression) gird up our loins. 
Each one of us  is  a part of this body 
and we each must play our part of 
it. We need everyone to be at 
worship; to be growing in a small 

group, Bible study, or Sunday school 
class; everyone serving in their area 
of giftedness; and we need everyone 
giving.

At our quarterly church meeting we 
announced the end of the Vision 
Olivet fund. We are now combining 
our ministry and mortgage needs 
into one budget and we need your 
help in funding it. We have created 
the Finishing Strong 2010 fund 
campaign in order for us to meet our 
ministry needs, our obligation to 
provide Pastor Steve's  severance 
package, and our mor tgage 
payments  through the end of the 
year. We have set a goal of $200,000 
to meet those needs  and to make up 
for the deÞcit of the Þrst six months 
of the year. To demonstrate their 
commitment to this  Þnancial need of 
the church, the pastors  and overseers 
have already pledged $38,000 
toward our goal. Now it is up to you.

Bring your pledge card by August 
10th and leave it in the offering plate, 
or give it to one of the pastors. 
There is no need for you to sign it 
and no one will be keeping track of 
your giving toward it. This is  about 
you being a part of  the body.

Serving Christ together, 
Pastor Jeff
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ÒThe body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all 
its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with ChristÓ ÒNow you 
are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.Ó 

 1 Corinthians 12:12 & 27
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As many of you may already know, my wife and I 
have decided to begin the work of planting a church 
and so we must resign our internship with Olivet. "
Our time at Olivet has taught us more than we could 
have imagined and allowed us  numerous growth 
experiences such as  designing and organizing a 
church service, teaching Sunday School, working 
with kids  on Wednesday nights, going to Colorado 
with youth, and strategizing about effective 
evangelism in this  day and age. " We thank you for 
opening your hearts  and allowing us  to work side by 
side with you for the glory of  God!

Our plans for the future are still cloudy, but before we 
ever moved to Iowa we knew that God was  calling us 
to plant a church here. " We intend to sensitively 
follow the leading of the spirit, and hopefully by 
God's  grace plant a church on the west side of town 
in the next 18 - 24 months. " I want to be clear: we 
aren't running from this church, we are going out on 
the mission to which God called us, to share the 
message of the Gospel with those who live in the 
darkness. "Please pray for us  as  we launch out on this 
important mission.

Going out on a MISSION...
By Ryan Lenerz (Pastoral Intern)

Sixth Annual Haiti 
Garage Sale

Donations will be accepted on the 
following dates/times:

Saturday¥July 31¥10 a.m.-Noon
Sunday¥August 1¥Noon-2 p.m.

Saturday¥August 7¥10 a.m.-Noon
Sunday¥August 8 ¥Noon - 2 p.m.

We appreciate your donations but ask that you follow 
these guidelines:

Please sort clothing as follows:  "
Infant/Baby, Boys, Girls, Men, Ladies. "

Please do not send dirty, torn, 
stained clothing.

We appreciate your participation in this event 
in the past and need your help again!  "

This event requires  everyone's  help and provides  a 
substantial Þnancial beneÞt to provide much needed 
help for Haiti - speciÞcally for the library built and 
furnished by our Olivet team. "We have good reports 
on the good use of the library and feel blessed to be 
able to provide this  much needed resource for the 
village of  Pignon.

Watch for sign-up posters in Foyer.

Set-up will take place during the week 
previous to the sale: !

Tuesday¥August 10¥6-8 p.m.
Wednesday¥August 11¥6- 8 p.m.
Thursday¥August 12¥6-8 p.m.

Friday¥August 13¥6-8 p.m.

Sale dates are: "
Friday¥August 13¥8 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Saturday¥August 14¥8 a.m.-1 p.m. "

Questions? "Suggestions? "Concerns? "
Please contact Chris Mikkelson @ 
christine.mikkelson@bratney.com 

or call at 276-7834.
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Olivet Christian Preschool
New Hours!  New Fence!  New Teachers!

Big things are happening for the little people at Olivet 
Christian Preschool! We are in the process  of hiring 
two new teachers  to oversee the three year 
old"program on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. In 
August we will be installing a new fence around the 
playground.  This  makes  our playground safer and 
easier to use. Watch your email for details  on how you 
can help. A heartfelt ÔThanks!Õ goes to Rusty 
Houghton for allowing us to use the Jessica Houghton 
Memorial funds to Þnance this project.

Don't forget to spread the word that we offer 
FREE preschool for four year old children! 

Our hours are:
8:45-11:45 a.m.¥Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
&
12:45-3:15 p.m.¥Monday through Friday

Our three year old class  is  full and we have just a 
couple of openings  in both our morning" and 
afternoon four year old classes. 

Cathy Strutzenberg
Preschool Chair 

Annual Church Picnic
Sunday¥August 29¥12:30 p.m.

In our Backyard!
Plenty of  shade, food, games, fun and fellowship!
Hotdogs, burgers and beverages will be provided.  
Please bring a side dish to share.  Bring your lawn 

chairs and swim suits for younger children as we will 
have the waterslide set up and in operation from 

1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Bring your cameras to capture the fun!

Sign up begins Sunday, August 8 or call the church 
ofÞce @279-3919.

Questions?  Call Chris Mikkelson @276-7834 or 
email @ christine.mikkelson@bratney.com

Picnic Helpers Needed
Chris Mikkelson, Overseer of  Fellowship, is looking 
for volunteers to help organize, set-up, and/or clean-

up for the Church Picnic.  If  you are interested or 
have questions, please  

 call Chris Mikkelson @276-7834 or email @ 
christine.mikkelson@bratney.com

JOB OPENING "
Olivet Christian Preschool 
is currently accepting applications 

for a part time 3-year old teacher. If  you are 
interested in this two morning a week position, 

contact Connie Keller at 515-277--8454 or 
ocpschool@juno.com

BUILDING THE 
PLAYGROUND FENCE 

If  you would like to help construct the fence 
around the playground on Saturday, 

August 14, please contact Ken Taylor at 
kntaylor@iowatelecom.net 

or cell 515-402-2952.
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OSM
YOU can be involved in Student Ministry! 

     Many times as I talk to people they feel that they are not 
equipped to help with Student Ministry, please allow me to 
erase this misconception. There are so many ways to get 
involved and help. 

      Every Wednesday night students from around DSM, 
Urbandale, West Des Moines, Clive, Johnston, Ankeney, 
Grimes, Dallas Center and who knows where come to worship, 
learn, make friends, and take steps closer to God. 

SO  HOW CAN YOU BE A PART OF THIS GROWING 
MINISTRY TO STUDENTS?

1)  Be the church. Offer whatever gift, ability, time, and love 
you can muster in or out of  student ministry. Students 
desperately need to see the church in action, whether that is 
driving them to and from youth events, sitting in on youth 
events, attending the snack bar, bringing in snacks or water, 
or donating pop bottles, going to ball games or letting us 
know what we can do to serve YOU! 

2) As you be the church invite a student to go along.  As we 
move into the fall one of  the big lesson that I have for 
students this year is to BE the church.

We are the church when we love God and love our 
neighbor. When we bring students along in this 
mission we are involved in student ministry!

Get READY!!!

It has been a long summer, but get ready 
the school year is coming fast!

Olivet Student Ministry will be kicking 
off  the new year in less then a month! 

Students all over the area are registering 
and scheduling for the new year. When 
you have a second to breathe share your 

schedules with me so I know what 
youÕre up to and maybe I can drop by 
some of  your activities. If  you think of  

it, grab an extra schedule of  your 
games, concerts, lunch times, recitals or 

anything you do! 

Want to know what 
OlivetSM is up to?  

Send an e-mail to olivetsm@gmail.com 
and write ÒSign me upÓ in the subject 

line. You will soon begin receiving 
the weekly updates. 

Are you on Facebook? Check out the 
ÒOlivet Student MinistryÓ page. 

Pine Lake Ministry Opportunity:
Here is  a picture from Pine Lake during Sr. High 
week. I had a great time serving as  the speaker for 
the week, encouraging students  in their faith, 
making new friends, and answering tough 
questions.  Pine Lake is an excellent ministry, if 
you have not been involved with Pine Lake or 
been on the grounds I encourage you to check out 
their ministry site at pinelakecamps.org

Thanks,

 Pastor Ben
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Please Note...
Pastor Jeff and Marie will be on 

vacation from August 6-20.  
Please contact Pastor Ben, 

OverseerÕs Chair, Marvin Lancaster, 
or Deacon Overseer, Andy Bandstra

for any ministry needs.

¥
My Dear Church Family,
Thank you so very much for all your 
prayers and encouragement these last few 
weeks. It has been a great, great privilege 
for the Clinkscales to minister with you 
these Þve years and I will always 
remember the amazing things that God has 
allowed us to experience together. As you 
know, God is good ALL the time and He 
loves to give good gifts to His children. So, 
c o n t i n u e t o s e e k H i m a n d H i s 
righteousness. We will continue to pray 
His very best for all of you at Olivet and 
know you will do the same for us.
Your Brother and Pastor,
Steve

¥

NEW OFFICE HOURS!
" for Church Staff  (Usually): 
!¥Pastor Jeff: Off  on Thursdays, 
" other "weekdays, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
!¥Pastor Ben: Off  on Mondays, 
" other weekdays, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
!¥Church Secretary (Terry): 
" Mondays-Thursdays 
" 8 a.m.-Noon, Off  on Fridays 
! !Staff  Meetings are 
" Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
!!*Also note: Pastor Ben's 
# current e-mail address is: 
# benm.olivet@gmail.com !
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HARD TO HEAR 
THE SERMON?  
If you have been 
experiencing hearing 
difÞculties during our 
worship services, 
would you please 
contact Pastor Ben 
or Bryan Osberg, the 
Overseer of Worship, 
to let them know. We 
want everyone to 
fully experience our 
worship together. 

¥
ESL VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED:  
We have received the following request from"Sarah 
Keller the daughter of"Tom and Connie. "I have a 
favor to ask. I am teaching English lessons  to some of 
the Burmese population of our church this summer, 
and there has  been some interest in continuing the 
lessons this fall, but we need volunteers."The lessons 
would be on Monday evenings this fall, and you 
don't need to have any special training or anything 
to help out. We need as  many people as possible to 
be able to make this  work, and I think it could be a 
really great ministry. We may also need volunteers  to 
help with transportation for our students. My contact 
information is  cell:515-707-6099 and" email 
skeller@uni.edu, please contact me if you are 
interested. Thank you!

Church Prayer Meeting...
! 6 p.m.¥Sunday¥August 22
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 etc...
August Birthdays...
Charlotte Moyer# 1
Colby Swensen## 1
Rod Foster# # 2
William Ezell# # 3
Bobby Rehkemper# 3
Sue Moyer# # 5
Lonny Silber# # 6
Diane Boatwright# 11
Scott Anderson## 13
Ben Massung# # 16
Aaron Acela# # 19
Steven Lancaster# 21
Katie Bogs # # 23
Caron Osberg# # 23
Kristen Turner# # 23
Michelle Vaughn# 23
Donna Franco# # 25
Verne  Logan# # 25
Kyleigh Anderson# 26
Robyn Lund# # 26
Jeff  Moyer# # 26
Ann Hembry# # 28
Micah Augusma# 29
Pat Downes # # 30

Changes/Additions to your 
                     telephone directory...

Mandy Torres
# email:  torresbugg@gmail.com

Bob & Jeannine Vaughn
# email:  mjbobvon@msn.com

Cathy Strutzenberg
# email:  cathystrut@gmail.com

Tom & Connie Keller
# Phone: DELETE Land Line - 255-4426
#    Use only:
!    Tom cell:  515¥720-6344
!    Connie cell:   515¥515-306-8492

Mark & Angie Mikkelson
# New Address:
!    8408 Winston Avenue¥Urbandale¥50322

Sue & Frank Moyer
# New Address:
!    645 65th Place¥#141¥West Des Moines¥50266

Warren & Charlene Brady
! 7955 Wistful Vista Drive¥Unit #44
# # West Des Moines  50266
# # # email:  charbrady@msn.com

Dear Olivet,
 Just a note to thank you for co-hosting the band 
concert Sunday evening with us.  The residents truly 
enjoyed and appreciated the music and fellowship 
afterwards.  The cookies were a big hit and also enjoyed 
the next day in the Coffee Shop.  Please extend my 
thank you to the members of your church that did the 
baking.

 Thanks again for everything.  Know that we enjoy 
our relationship with you and glad we are neighbors.
   Mary Kay Scherer
   The Reserve of Walnut Creek

THANK YOU for the cards, meals, prayers, 
love and concern over the past several 
weeks. ! God is good and I so appreciate my 
church family. !
    Chris Mikkelson

Remember in your prayers...
Joe & Allie Lauritson as they prepare 
and then experience his overseas 
deployment.

CHILD DEDICATION: On Sunday, 
July 18,  we celebrated with Isaac and 
Cynthia Fandeh as they dedicated 
their son Isaac, Jr. to the Lord during 
the early service.

Dear Pastor:
# I had the pleasure of  meeting 3 young boys last evening at Valley Junction selling handmade necklaces 
they made in order to help Þnance a trip this summer.  (PathÞnders)  The boys had wonderful personalities, 
were talkative, friendly and witty!  What wonderful qualities!
# Of  course I purchased three necklaces and they wrapped them beautifully.  I am visiting Des Moines 
from the St. Louis area and just wanted to send you this email because I was so impressed...this is a 
wonderful program your Church offers these children.   - Sincerely, Charlene Jennings
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Save the Date:
Pursuing  more of  JESUS

with Anne Graham Lotz
October 2¥2010¥First Federated Church

Des Moines
October 2¥2010

Snapshots from 
! ! Camp Vera
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August Worship Assistants

AUG
Nursery

(Worship)
Nursery

(Sunday School)
Usher Greeter Audio/

Video
Special
Music

Worship
Team

1
8:30am

Angie
Mikkelson

Wendy
Franck

No
Sunday
School

Aaron
Acela (H)

Gretchen
Fousek
Jeannie 

Passovoy

Video
Jerry L.
Audio
Eldon

Richard
Burt

Michelle
Chris, Ian,

Mark, Lonny
Sheila, Sherrie

Richard

1
11am

Brenda 
Massung

Marie
Sherer

Steve
Hocker (H)

Video
Dan

Audio
Eldon

8
8:30am

Jeannine
Vaughn
Caron
Osberg

No
Sunday
School

Aaron
Acela (H)

Gretchen
Fousek
Jeannie 

Passovoy

Video
Jerry M
Audio
Galen

Mark
Mikkelson

Michelle
Chris, Ian,

Mark, Lonny
Lulu, Mary
Bryan, Jules

Richard

8
11am

Karin
Lancaster
Michalle
Harvey

Steve
Hocker (H)

Video
Verne
Audio
Galen

15
8:30am

Mary 
Carlson

Gretchen
Fousek

No
Sunday
School

Aaron
Acela (H)

Gretchen
Fousek
Jeannie 

Passovoy

Video
Jerry L
Audio
Eldon

Sherrie
Silber

Chris, Ian
Mark, Lonny

Sheila, 
Sherrie, 

Bryan, Tom

15
11am

Karin
Lancaster
Michalle
Harvey

Steve
Hocker (H)

Video
Verne
Audio
Eldon

22
8:30am

Jackie
Foster
Nancy
Taylor

No
Sunday
School

Aaron
Acela (H)

Gretchen
Fousek
Jeannie 

Passovoy

Video
Jerry M.

Audio
Galen

Lonny
Silber

Michelle
Chris, Ian,

Mark, Lonny
Lulu, Mary
Bryan, Tom

22
11am

Karin
Lancaster
Michalle
Harvey

Steve
Hocker (H)

Video
Verne
Audio
Galen

29
8:30am

Yolanda
Cintron

Steve
Hocker

No
Sunday
School

Aaron
Acela (H)

Gretchen
Fousek
Jeannie 

Passovoy

Video
Jerry L.
Audio
Janet

Ian & Lulu
Loo

Michelle
Chris, Ian,

Mark, Lonny
Sheila, Sherrie
Tom, Richard

29
11am

Cathy
Claire

Strutzenberg

Steve
Hocker (H)

Video
Verne
Audio
Janet
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August Calendar of  Events
Sunday

    

7pm
Transition Team
7-8pm
Irish Meeting

6:30-7:30pm
Contemporary
Worship Practice

8am Preservice
Prayer 
8:30am Worship
11am Worship
Noon
Church Picnic
1pm
Karen Worship

    313029

7:30-8:30pm
MenÕs Breakfast 
@ WH HyVee 

6:45pm
Blended Worship 
Practice 

7pm
Transition Team
7-8pm
Irish Meeting

6:30-7:30pm
Contemporary
Worship Practice

8am Preservice
Prayer 
8:30am Worship
10amVolunteer 
Fair
11am Worship
1pm
Karen Worship
6pm
Prayer Meeting

28272625242322

7:30-8:30pm
MenÕs Breakfast 
@ WH HyVee 

6:45pm
Blended Worship 
Practice 

7-8pm
Irish Meeting

6:30-7:30pm
Contemporary
Worship Practice

8am Preservice
Prayer 
8:30am Worship
11am Worship
1pm
Karen Worship

21201918171615

7:30-8:30pm
MenÕs Breakfast 
@ WH HyVee
8am-1pm
Garage Sale

8am-8pm
Garage Sale 

6-8pm
Garage Sale 
Setup
6:45pm
Blended Worship 
Practice

6-8pm
Garage Sale 
Setup

6-8pm
Garage Sale 
Setup
6:30pm
Overseers Meet
7-8pm
Irish Meeting

6:30-7:30pm
Contemporary
Worship Practice

8am Preservice
Prayer 
8:30am Worship
11am Worship
Noon-2pm 
Receive Garage 
Sale Items
1pm
Karen Worship

141312111098

7:30-8:30pm
MenÕs Breakfast 
@ WH HyVee
10am-Noon
Receive Garage 
Sale Items 

Noon
Seasoned 
Servants
6:45pm
Blended Worship 
Practice 

7pm
Transition Team
7-8pm
Irish Meeting

6:30-7:30pm
Contemporary
Worship Practice

8am Preservice
Prayer 
8:30am Worship
11am Worship
Noon-2pm
Receive Garage 
Sale Items
1pm
Karen Worship

7654321

Saturday Friday Thursday Wednesday Tuesday Monday 
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WomenÕs Retreat...
September 24-26¥2010

ÔSimply Falling In LoveÓ
Speaker¥Beth Crosby

Singer¥Songwriter¥Recording Artist¥
On-Air Radio Host in Southern Minnesota

Watch for registration information
on the entry Bulletin Board.

MenÕs/WomenÕs Fall Retreats @ Pine Lake
(Save the date!)

MenÕs Retreat...
September 17-19¥2010

ÔGRILL ÔEM UP
The Saturday night ÔGrill Your OwnÕ Steak Dinner is 

a highlight, but the meat of  menÕs retreat is 
gathering together as men and getting spiritually 

renewed, worshipping God and enjoying the 
outdoors.

Watch for registration information
on the entry Bulletin Board.
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